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NEWS FROM BANGLA DESH
Greetings as the year comes to an end. This
year’s rainy season has been longer than usual.
With that there has been dengue mosquitoes and
difficulties due to the Corona virus. Contrary to
that, the pharmaceutical and textile industry has
been enjoying an unseen growth over the last year
leading to a growth in economy for the country.

JOY HOSTEL
We have a total of 28 students comprisingMuslims, Hindus, Catholics, and Christians living
together along with the staff in our hostel. Our girls
come to our hostel at an early age due to difficulties in the family. As they grow older into their
teens we have an opportunity to teach them more
things. However some of the girls are taken away
due to them getting married off by their parents
or parents worrying about their girls becoming a
Christian even if it means taking them out of the
hostel. It breaks my heart to tell you that a mother
taking care of two girls had suddenly passed away,
and we had to send off a girl in her teens to get
married.
The two girls are currently doing well at the
hostel.
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KORAMTOLA
HOSPITAL
I have been working in association with thehospital for my visa, but currently there has been
many difficulties related to visas for all foreigners.
The hospital has a few medical missionaries and
a total of 120 local doctors and nurses working
together. The field at the hospital feels like a war
zone, but I am praying that I will do my job well
amidst the difficulties. I am working as a social
worker, taking care of the inpatients and their
needs.

PRAYER REQUESTS
1. Please pray for the girls at the hostel. Please
pray that they understand the grace of God through
His love and Jesus Christ, and for them to learn
through the Bible and the services that we have.
2. Due to our hostel being girls only, safety is
always a concern. Please pray for the safety of the
girls.
I thank all of you for the prayers and support
this last year, and I wish God’s grace over all of
your lives.
Jane

Turn to
page 3
for more
photos

LEE’S
L AT E S T

New Dates for Lift
Up La Crescenta
Hello Prayer Warriors!
One thing we’ve learned in these difficult times
we live in is that we need to be “Light on our Feet.”
Due to the increase in the Omicron variant cases,
we feel it is prudent to move the date of the 24
hours of prayer to March 24-25th 6:00 AM to 6:00
AM.
We were going to try for February, but we feel
that this will give us the best chance for success
and ensure the maximum participation possible.
The location will be the same, at St. Luke’s Anglican Church, 2416 Montrose Avenue.
Our theme this year is the unity of the Church
and our land.
We will let you know when the online sign-up
site is ready and to give more details.
We look forward to seeing you there!
The Lift Up La Crescenta Committee
Al Nunez, La Crescenta Presbyterian Church
Lydia Walsh, Crescenta Valley Church
Fr. Robert Holman, St. Luke’s Anglican Church
Fran Mead, St. Luke’s Anglican Church
Rebecca Valmasoi, Crescenta Valley Church
Rick Whitlow, Crescenta Valley Church

Please contact Judy Trumbo if you are interested in joining the new Green Team, which is
focused on caring for God’s Creation through our
activities and events at LCPC. We will meet next on
Zoom, probably during the last week of February.
Judy’s email is: jktrumbo@gmail.com.

Dear LCPC Family and Friends,
I was having
lunch with a friend
the other day and
we were talking
about how much
we enjoy being
Deacons. Being able
to serve meals, make and/or deliver goodies to our
congregation, donate time and attention, provide
much needed emergency funds from our Deacons
Fund, and just being God’s hands, feet and ears is

pure joy. It is why we
serve. It is a privilege
to reflect our Savior’s
love to all His
creation and it has
been made manifest
to me that this is
why God just doesn’t
“fix” things.
He wants us to partner with him and grow
in our own faith and become more like Jesus. I
feel this informs my journey in life as a Christian. Sometimes it feels overwhelming but most of

Join the LCPC
Green Team!

SESSION REPORT
Session had a meeting in late January
and notes are not available as of this deadline. However, at the Called Meeting of the
Congregation in mid-December, the following
were elected to serve as Ruling Elders on Session: Brandon Bauer, Geoff Bryan, Allie Fernandez, Christine Holmquist, Evan O’Meara,
Kyle Roach, and Jon Weingarten. Also elected
were members of the Board of Deacons: Valerie Andrews, Noel Collins, Amanda Granier,
Kerry Milbrodt, and Armineh Manookian.

All newly elected officers were ordained and/
or installed on January 30. If you have any
questions about what’s happening at LCPC
or need any prayer, assistance, etc. Please feel
free to contact any of our Elders and Deacons
who are here to serve you. Contact information for them and committee moderators can
be found in the weekly worship bulletin.
In Christ,
Sheri Gray
Clerk of Session
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It was billed as
the fight of the millennium: the lone
prophet, Elijah, versus the 400 prophets
of Baal. In reality, the
contest was between
Yahweh and Baal.
Which divine being
would be victorious?
What should have
been a contest of the
ages turned out to be a massive one sided victory
– Baal didn’t even show up. Perhaps Baal overslept,
or maybe he was busy doing something else. Either
way, Yahweh was the clear winner.
What, if anything, can we learn from this
ancient story in our world where divine beings
have been relegated to the world of mythology? We
still live in a world filled with gods – money, power,
sex, pleasure, accomplishment, personal improvement, or even justice. A god is anything we believe
will give us fulfillment – anything that will make
us happy. Jesus is still victorious over all the gods
we worship. When the chips are down, all of our
manmade gods fail to show up and provide what
they promised in vain.
the time, I am reassured of God’s love for me and
His Grace. I am reminded every day how far short I
fall but lean on the Holy Spirit to help me.
I pray that you will feel His love informing and
shaping your life. Remember, we Deacons are here
for you. Reach out and we will answer in Christ’s
name and service.
Christ’s blessings to you all,
Kerry Milbrodt

MESSENGER
LA C RE SC E NTA PRE SBYTERIAN C HURC H

ART DIRECTOR/EDITOR
Shawn Kelly
shawndraws@gmail.com

MESSENGER DEADLINE
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 15
9:00 AM SHARP!
Messenger articles and corrections
should be emailed to shawndraws@gmail.
com. Please put the word “Messenger”
in the subject line. Materials submitted
after the deadline may be omitted at the
discretion of the editor.

MORE LIKE JESUS with Andy Wilson
Winter-Spring, 2022

God created us to grow in Christ’s image – to
become more like Jesus every day. One reason that’s
so hard is because we don’t have a clear idea of
what we’re trying to accomplish. The values of our
culture shape our understanding of what it means
to live well, and those values are in conflict with
God’s Word. Our goal in this PEAK discussion group
led by Andy Wilson will be to learn new patterns
of talking, thinking and acting. Starting with
the vices known as the Seven Deadly Sins, then
advancing to the Classical and Theological Virtues,
we’ll discover how discarded ideas about goodness
can help us fulfill God’s plan and purpose.

Wednesday evenings, February 9 - May 25, 6:307:30 PM in the LCPC Sanctuary. Open to anyone
high school age or older. Regular participation is
encouraged but not required.
February 9
February 16
February 23
March 2
March 9
March 16

Why Vices and Virtues?
The Seven Deadly Sins: Pride
The Seven Deadly Sins: Anger
No PEAK – Ash Wednesday Worship
The Seven Deadly Sins: Greed and
Envy
No PEAK – CASA Outreach,
Rosarito, MX

View the complete video slideshow at https://drive.google.
com/file/d/1iyVvPjIXx31KBIn5gbfxeNBPfKRMcZEy/view.
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March 23
March 30
April 6
April 13
April 20
April 27
May 4
May 11
May 18
May 25

The Seven Deadly Sins: Lust and
Gluttony
The Seven Deadly Sins: Sloth
The Classical Virtues: Wisdom
No PEAK – Holy Week
The Classical Virtues: Justice
The Classical Virtues: Temperance
(Self-control)
The Classical Virtues: Courage
The Theological Virtues: Faith
The Theological Virtues: Hope
The Theological Virtues: Love (Last
PEAK)

FROM THE

CHURCH
MOUSE

Well, Omicron sure put a damper on our
January plans! Most everything we planned had to
be postponed. With Covid, plans change quickly so
these too, may be tentative dates.
PEAK plans to resume Wednesday, February
2, with dinner prepared by our favorite chef John
Arrangio, and classes for all ages. Lee is leading
a study on Elijah the Prophet; Andy’s leading the
discussion group “More Like Jesus”, which starts a
week later on February 9. The Young Marrieds
group is doing a study on The Chosen series; and
the parenting small group will meet in the
Library. Jesiah has lots of fun things planned for
the kids and Austin will have Abide Jr. High down
in the Student Center.
Jesiah’s “A.C.T.” or “After Church Theatre,”
is rescheduled for each Sunday in February, starting
February 6 from 11:45 AM -1:30 PM. Children ages
1st-6th grade are invited to stay to play drama related games, learn drama tips and terms, and, most
excitingly, prepare for a skit that will be performed
after church on March 6. Contact Jesiah@lcpc.net
for more details.
The Chapel Grand Reopening will hopefully be early this month! The flooring is installed
and the final touches are being done. We’re planning to have a day of celebration, the first Sunday it
is used, with a party in the courtyard and a prayer
circle around the new Chapel.
Bistro 50+ and the Cruisers meeting were
cancelled last month, but they’re planning to have
both on Tuesday, February 8, starting at 12 noon in
Koopmans.
The Habitat for Humanity build days
to construct homes in Northwest Pasadena have
been postponed to March 19, with the 2nd day
most likely on May 7. We hope you’ll join us along
with Friendship Pasadena Church, La Canada
Presbyterian Church, and Pasadena Church for this
new opportunity to bless our community. Contact
Ed Carlson, edgart902@hotmail.com, for more
information.
We had a wonderful Youth Sunday last
month led by our talented, wise and spirit filled

students and their band Andre’s Dragons.
It’s a joy to see how God is working through the
youth of LCPC. It was a bittersweet day, as it was
Josh Jewell-Horton’s last day with us. We had a
going-away brunch down in the Courtyard. Thank
you to Jim Granier and the Men’s Ministry

the best way to get you this informative publication
each month. If you’re reading it online, you can
also pick up a hard copy in the church office or
the Narthex on Sundays. If you’d like to continue
to have it mailed to you, give Nancy a call in the
church office and she’ll mail one to you. If we’re
able to gather a Messenger
production team to help with
folding, sealing and mailing
them, we’ll continue to mail
them to everyone.
Did you notice the newly
refurbished outdoor walkway
around the classrooms and
Chapel? Darrell and Duane
Fernandez, Josh Kauffman, Kyle Roach, Chase
Walker and Greg Stonebraker worked hard removing the damaged plywood
and repairing the framing to
prepare for the new decking
material to be installed. So
grateful to all of them!
Our World Giving Tree
mission project in December
raised more than $3,000 in
the form of gifts and funds for
children across the world in
need. Thank you to everyone
who generously chose an ornaTop: Youth Sunday band, Andre’s Dragons.
ment and donated.
Bottom: Farewell brunch honoring Josh and Kristin
The Dominican Regroup for providing the yummy pancakes. Josh was public Outreach registration is open! Everyone
presented a soccer ball signed by all the students
high school and older is invited to join Andy and
that he can display in his new office, as well as a
Mary on this mission trip, helping with health
memory book filled with heartfelt notes for both
clinics, VBS, home repairs, basic health education
he and Kristin. They will be missed but we know and food distribution. The trip is June 18-25 and the
God has big plans for them in northern California. cost is $1,370. Please register with your $400 deposit
Though Mount Hermon winter camp was
by March 1. Forms are available at lcpc.net on the
cancelled, Josh, Austin and Will Wolfswinkel home page or in the church office.
quickly planned a camping trip to Doheny Beach,
Did you know there’s a prayer request
and the kids had a blast hanging out on the sand,
button on our website? Under the Ministries tab,
hammocking between palm trees and relaxing
click Prayer and you can submit your prayer rebefore they had to go back to school. It was a great quest so our prayer team can be praying for you.
time for the youth to have quality time with Josh
The team is also available in the pews right after
before he left.
service for “right now” prayer needs or in room
Austin Granier will be our interim Director 203, for those who wish to gather and share more
of Youth ministries until a new leader is hired,
in depth. The team also meets Wednesdays in the
and that search has begun with some impressive
Sanctuary from 5:15-5:45 PM.
applicants being interviewed. We are also thrilled
Elaine Ross-Collins who faithfully mainthat Will Wolfswinkel will be our new Digital
tains our church grounds with the Cornerstone
Media Coordinator. Will is pursuing a degree in
crew was baffled last month because she thought
Communications and is excited to join our team to someone installed new sprinklers. Turns out it was
manage LCPC’s social media, website and weekly
just the banner holders for the new feather banners
emails. We know both these young men will do a
we use on Sundays. She doesn’t miss anything
great job!
around here!
If you’re reading this, then you received The
In honor of Valentine’s Day, let’s spread the love
Messenger this month! We regret that our
of Jesus far and wide this month! As He has loved
December edition was lost in the black hole of the
us, we must love one another - John 13:34. Talk
US Postal service. We’re working hard to figure out
to you next month.
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Biblical Reconcilitaion Steering Committee
Center For Children
Children’s Ministries Committee
Mission & Outreach Committee
Pastoral Nominating Committee
Student Ministries Committee
Worship & Music Committee
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Sanctuary
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PEAK Classes
Choir Rehearsal–205 7:00 P
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Hello dear friends at LCPC!
Well, this month has taken us all quite by surprise, hasn’t it? I know that this month definitely
came with a great deal of cancelled, changed, or
confused plans for Jen Ning and me myself. I’m
sure that’s what a lot of you have experienced as
well. Yet, I still remain thankful. I believe that God
our Father uses seasons like this to remind me
that I cannot simply coast through life. Our Christian life has to be constant surrender – listening
to His direction and seeking for His presence. In a
world easily shaken, He is the only unshakable.
In a time of changing plans, it is certainly a
great gift that we have been blessed with the ability
to be rooting our Sunday School programming
in the book of Ezekiel along with the rest of the
church. As I was thinking about how to bring this
important, but somewhat confusing, book before
kids 3-12 years old, I felt the Spirit lead me to focus
on the way that the book of Ezekiel teaches us
about God’s Plans. As we adjust our plans to the

changing times, I believe we all need a healthy
reminder that God’s plans do not fail or change. He
has a plan to take care of His people. Even when it
doesn’t feel like He is with us or in control, we can
trust that we are still in His plan. I hope that the
families and adults of this church will turn a listening ear to our youngest members as they learn
about God’s plans in the midst of uncertain times.
As I write this in mid-January, I am uncertain
when PEAK will actually be beginning, but I will
say this – I MISS PEAK!! I’m so very excited for
our PEAK programming to start up again. This
semester, we’re jumping back into weekly discussions about Jesus’ Earthly Ministry. Christ-centered
Community is at the forefront of our children’s
programming, so all families seeking for spaces for
their children to learn about Christ while making
friends are encouraged to come give our PEAK
groups a try.
As we enter February, I am especially excited to
begin a very special after church program called

A.C.T. (or After
Church Theatre).
Each Sunday in
February (Lord
willing), we will be
inviting kids aged
1st-6th Grade to
stick around for
lunch and then a
time of theatrebased games and activities, including preparations
for a skit to be performed after church on March 6.
I have long been passionate about the performing
arts, so I am excited to share this passion with the
children of our church and whatever new faces we
have join us those days!
Even as we are in the midst of challenging
times, I continue to thank God that He has placed
Jen Ning and me at LCPC. It’s hard to know whether we still feel new or settled in at this point, but
I am happy to see the ways in which this church
body is becoming more and more a family to us.
As always, I thank God for what He has done
and eagerly await what He will do next!
Grace and peace,
Jesiah

BISTRO 50+
Tuesday,
February 8
12 Noon in
Koopmans
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Everyone 50+ years old is welcome to
come and enjoy a nice meal and
fellowship for just $5.00. Join us!

CFC Heartbeat
Director’s Corner
Do you know how blessed I am to have the
staff I do here at CFC? You know it because your
children are happy to be here. The teachers are
responsive to your child’s needs and your questions
and that feels great. You see it because the rooms
look fun and inviting. Your children are growing
under the care of the staff and they are learning
not only cognitive skills but how to be emotionally
strong and capable little beings. In these times of
staff shortages and changes we are truly fortunate
that so many staff have remained and that new
staff are buying into our program and only making us better with new styles and ideas.
I am blessed that staff both in the office and in
the classroom have really stepped up for me during
my family medical trials right now. As I write this
in mid-January, I’m not sure what that situation
looks like as you read this. Bob is receiving chemo
and should have completed radiation. This pattern
of doctors’ appointments and treatments both at
clinics and at home treatments has taken up much
of my time and energy. Who has filled in those
gaps? The rest of the CFC staff.

Spring Break
This year GUSD Spring Break is March 14-21,
that’s a week and a day this year, so plan ahead. We
will be open the entire week with a full day camp
planned for school age children. Infant/Toddler
classes and preschool classes remain the same.
Remember tuition is due regardless of attendance.

Valentine’s Day
Each of our classes will enjoy celebrating
Valentine’s Day this year on Monday, February 14,
this year. This is a GUSD holiday, so our school age
program will be here on campus for the day. Your
child may bring in a valentine, one for each child
in his/her class. We suggest not putting names on
the outside of the envelope. This allows children
to easily put the item in the Valentine bag that
they will have made at school. Any food items you
would like to bring in for the day must be prepackaged from the store. Check with your teachers
about specific plans for their classrooms.

Here are some examples of how we are working
together. Robert is taking on shopping duties. Julie
and Suzee are taking on the job responsibilities of
both Helen and Kristin. Torie our treasurer is going
above and beyond what she signed up for. The
classroom staff is working extra time, being willing
to move around as needed and always looking for
ways to help out. We are in good shape. Between
my morning hours, texts, and emails we are doing
more than surviving we are moving forward and
enjoying the work that God has before us.
I also couldn’t continue to do my job, my passion, without the support of you, our families. Your
kindness to me and the staff is always appreciated
and never taken for granted. You have rolled with
closures, the questions and the protocols. All of us
together make for a wonderful environment and
that makes for a place that is good for children to
grow.
With sincere thanks,
Pat

Letter Learning
Learning the names of alphabet letters, like
all early learning, is best done in the context of
what is meaningful to young children. Many
children first learn the initial letter of their own
name, which has a great deal of meaning and
importance to them. For the child who loves jam,
J may be an important letter, while the children
who know that Daddy works at Google may begin
to notice the letter G. Some children learn to
read without knowing the names of letters or the
sounds associated with them. But research shows
that for most children, associating names and
sounds with the alphabet comes before conventional reading.
However, this finding does not mean that letter
names should be drilled into young children.
There are far more effective and enjoyable ways
for children to learn about letters. For instance,
children enjoy labeling items that they choose.
Sound out the name of the object together to determine which initial letter to use, then write that
letter on a post-a-note and place it on items that
she wants to label. At home or out together, point
out letters and words that are likely to be of special
interest to your child. Try simple activities such as
reading logos of favorite foods and stores, identifying street signs, writing grocery lists together, and
playing with magnetic letters on the refrigerator
door while singing the alphabet song. Remember,
children learn though play!
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Holidays
On Monday, February 14, GUSD will be closed
and but we will be open all day. For our K – 6
graders we will be here all day. On President’s Day,
February 21 the entire, CFC will be closed. Enjoy
the long weekend.

Illness at the CFC
It continues to be important that parents keep
children who are not feeling well at home. We
know that many positive cases for Covid don’t show
any symptoms, but that is why even the slightest
symptom needs to be taken seriously. Please order
or purchase home test kits now so that you have
them when you need them. Clean masks each day
and hand washing continue to be the best defense.
Our policy is that if a classroom closes for up to 10
days at a time, tuition is due. Better to stay home
and get tested than to find out we need to close a
classroom for quarantine. Your fellow parents will
appreciate it.

Registration for
Next Year
By now, you should have received an email
with a registration form for next year. Please fill
this form to let us know if you will be continuing
with us or leaving the program. All accounts will
be billed a $100 registration fee for the next year,
unless we hear from you that you will not be attending. This charge will take place on February 14.
Please pay this through your Curracubby account.
Late fees will be assessed on this if not paid in the
first week.
We are expecting many people will once again
be looking for child care. We want to be sure that
your spot is reserved.. After February 28, your
spot will not be held if we have not received your
payment and paperwork. Extra registration papers
will also be available in the office. Thank you for
helping us plan for next year. Tuition rates have not
been set, but we do anticipate an increase due to
the rising costs of doing business.
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR FEBRUARY
SUNDAYS 10:00 AM
We’re continuing our series Prayers from Exile and exploring what
it means to pray from the fringes of cultural influence. We’ll look at the
prayers of the prophet Ezekiel, meditate on God’s amazing love, witness

his victory over worldly forces, and learn to pray a prayer that God always
answers. Join us and bring a friend.

FEBRUARY 6
COMMUNION SUNDAY

FEBRUARY 20

Message by Lee Cook
“Prayers from Exile: Your Love is Better than Life”
For Personal Study: Psalm 63

Message by Lee Cook
“Prayers from Exile: Can God Really Work in My Circumstances”
For Personal study: Ezekiel 37

FEBRUARY 27

FEBRUARY 13

Message by Lee Cook
“Prayers from Exile: The Prayer God Always Answers”
For Personal Study: John 15

Message by Lee Cook
“Prayers from Exile: All He Does is Win”
For Personal Study: 1 Samuel 5

NEW DATES FOR
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY JOINT BUILD DAYS

La Crescenta Presbyterian
Church, La Canada Presbyterian
Church, Friendship Pasadena
Church and Pasadena Church
are working together with San
Gabriel Valley Habitat for Humanity to help build two new homes in
northwest Pasadena. Together we
have committed to have two build
days, with two shifts (morning and

afternoon) each day. Together we
will have 25 volunteers per shift.
The new tentative dates are March
19 and May 7.
All you need is enthusiasm.
Habitat for Humanity staff will
teach you everything you need to
know. Volunteers must be at least
16 years old. This is an opportunity
to help a needy family gain afford-
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able housing, meet some new people (including
the new owners who will be working right alongside us), learn some new skills, and join and serve
the Lord in his ministry in northwest Pasadena.
Keep an eye out for more information about
this service project, which is being coordinated
through the Missions, Outreach Ministries, and
Biblical Reconciliation Steering Committees. Call
Ed Carlson with your questions, 419-307-5536.

